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1. Focus group schedule 
 
8 – 11 October 2018 
 
Professor Peta Ashworth 
Professor Jim Underschultz 
Ms Michele Ferguson 
 
Objectives:  
• Identify participants’ current knowledge and understanding of water use and perceptions of the 
Great Artesian Basin (GAB) 
• Identify participants’ current knowledge and understanding of Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR)   
• Identify participants’ current perceptions and attitudes towards climate change 
• Identify participants’ current knowledge and understanding of carbon capture and storage (CCS) 
• Document participants’ perceptions of the risks and benefits of CCS 
• Record the technical questions participants already have about MAR and CCS 
• Document participants’ responses when presented with information about new understandings of 
the GAB, and the possible role of CCS in Enhanced Water Recovery (EWR) as a component of MAR 
• Identify barriers and enablers to the proposed uses of CCS in EWR 
• Ascertain the key challenges for acceptance, perceived concerns and opportunities, and the trade-
offs participants would be willing to consider 
• What other questions/further information would they like/need to help them in their decision 
making and to feel more comfortable 
• What types of things would they want us to research 
 
Prior to commencing  
• Ensure all consent forms and completed survey questionnaires have been collected. 
RUN SHEET 
 
Time Item Responsible 
10 minutes Welcome  
Introductions & objectives  
Guidelines for discussion – Chatham House etc. 
PA/All 
20 minutes Knowledge of GAB & MAR  
What is the first thing that comes into your mind when you hear 
the term Great Artesian Basin? 
What do you know about the Great Artesian Basin? 
What are your attitudes towards water use generally? To 
sustainable water use? 
Who has heard of Managed Aquifer Recharge? 
What do you know about Managed Aquifer Recharge? 
What questions do you have about Managed Aquifer Recharge? 
PA/JU 
20 minutes Views of climate change 
What do you think about when you hear the term climate 
change? 
What are your views on climate change? 
PA/JU 
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Time Item Responsible 
 
Presentation – climate change scenarios 
 
How do you think your groundwater use would change under 
these different scenarios? 
 
20 minutes Knowledge of and attitudes towards CCS 
Who has heard of carbon capture and storage (CCS)? 
What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the 
term CCS? 
 
ZEP animation about CCS as part of climate change mitigation 
 
Now that you have heard about potential role of CCS in helping 
to reduce CO2 emissions, what are your thoughts?  
How would you feel about having a CCS project nearby where 
you live? 
What questions do you have about CCS?  
 
PA 
30 minutes UQ research on the GAB: overview and update 
 
Technical presentation – PowerPoint. Update on what we know 
about water flows in the GAB; and what that means for large-
scale basin water management, i.e. MAR.  
 
Introduce and explain the potential role of CCS in Enhanced 
Water Recovery (EWR), and the benefits in terms of both aquifer 
recharge and climate change mitigation. Explain why the Surat 
Basin has been identified as the place for a trial of this nature. 
 
Outline barriers (technical, social) and risks (e.g. water quality) 
to the use of CCS in EWR. 
 
JU 
40 minutes Question & answer session 
What are your thoughts about the use of CCS in large-scale 
water management? How does it make you feel? 
What do you see as the benefits and opportunities of using CCS?  
What are your concerns? The risks? 
What trade-offs would you consider acceptable, regarding the 
availability of water vs the use of CCS? 
What would you need to know in order to feel comfortable 
about the use of CCS in EWR? Do you think you would you ever 
feel comfortable?  
What would you want us to research? What would be 
convincing to you? 
How would you prefer research findings to be communicated to 
you? 
 
JU/All 
10 minutes Closing statement, thank you and gift voucher 
Is there anything final comment you would like to make about 
what we have covered today? 
Thanks, follow up and expected feedback to participants. 
Hand out vouchers 
PA/All 
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2. The presentation given to participants 
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3. Background survey questionnaire 
 
Investigating public responses to Managed Aquifer Recharge 
 
BACKGROUND SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE  
 
PLEASE RECORD YOUR ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 
 
1. What is your age? ____________ 
2. What is your gender? _______________ 
3. Which best describes your highest level of education you have completed? 
 Year 10 or below 
 Year 11 or equivalent 
 Year 12 or equivalent 
 Trade certificate or Apprenticeship 
 Certificate I or II 
 Certificate III or IV 
 Advanced Diploma / Diploma 
 Bachelor or Honours degree 
 Postgraduate degree (e.g. Masters, PhD) 
 Other (please specify) ____________________ 
 
4. Please briefly describe who you are (e.g. type of landholder/farmer/grazier, business 
owner, town resident). 
 
 
 
5. When you hear the phrase ‘Great Artesian Basin’, what are the first things that come to 
mind? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What is your main water use?  
 
 
 
 
 
7. What comes to mind when you think about sustainable water? 
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8. Do you believe global warming is happening now or will happen in the next 30 years? 
a) Yes, it is already happening 
b) It will start happening within the next 30 years 
c) No, it is not happening and won’t 
d) I do not know/ I am not sure 
 
 
9. How serious do you think are the following environmental problems facing the world? 
 
Not at all 
serious 
  
Somewhat 
serious 
  
Extremely 
serious 
Waste generation               
Climate change               
Water pollution               
Natural resource 
depletion  
(water, forest, energy) 
              
Endangered species 
and biodiversity 
              
 
 
10. When you think about carbon capture and storage (CCS), what first comes to mind? 
a) The advantages of CCS as a carbon reduction option outweigh the risks it poses 
b) The risks of CCS as a carbon reduction option outweigh its advantages 
c) Neither 
d) Don’t know 
 
 
11. With regard to CCS projects to what extent do you trust your government to: 
 
 Not at all  
Very little 
trust 
Neutral 
Somewhat 
trust 
Trust a lot 
Act in the best interest of 
society 
          
Act responsibly           
Do what is right           
 
 
 
12. With regard to CCS projects to what extent do you trust the CCS industry to: 
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 Not at all  
Very little 
trust 
Neutral 
Somewhat 
trust 
Trust a lot 
Act in the best interest of 
society 
          
Act responsibly           
Do what is right           
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